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To  the  Workers  of  the  United  Kingdom. 

Friends,— We  call  your  attention  to  a means  of  improvinK  your 
own  position,  the  greatest  and  most  important  means  of  all,  which 
you  appear,  strangely,  to  overlook-self-employment.  We  want  you  to 
make  the  profits  on  your  own  work  raise  you  up  generally  m proportion 
to  the  degree  in  which  you  help  to  produce  them,  instead  of  raisins  up 
only  a few  persons,  while  the  great  mass,  whose  lahour  has  helped  to 
raise  these  few  to  wealth  more  or  less  great,  remain  nearly  where  they 

were  before  this  wotiltb  wiis  produced. 

We  are  satisfied  that  you  can  thus  raise  yourselves  if  you  will,  and 
choose  the  right  way.  You  might,  in  less  than  one  generation,  without 
any  injustice  to  anyone,  without  robbing  anyone  of  a pennj  of  theii 
property  — only  by  peaceful  association  among  your.selves,  which  the 
law’s  of  the  United  Kingdom  now  give  you  the  greatest  facility  for 
foi-ming ; which  the  system  of  co-operation  actually  flourishing  among 
us  makes  it  easy  for  you  to  form  if  you  will-briug  about  the  greatest 
revolution  that  the  human  race  has  seen.  You  might  make  the  rolled- 
up  lahour,  called  capital,  on  which  and  by  which  you  must  live,  become 
yonv  servant,  and  accept  the  wages  which  you  ofler  it,  instead  of  being, 
as  it  is  now,  your  master,  who  ofiers  you  the  wages  which  \ou  ha^e  to 

accept . 

Why  do  not  you  set  about  this  great  work  earnestly 

The  workers  of  other  nations  are  leaving  you  a long  way  behind 
in  this  race.  The  report  of  the  co-operative  Congi-ess  of  last  year 
contains  a list  of  seventy-four  working  men’s  productive  societies  at 
work  in  Paris  only,  with  4,<J30  members,  and  a share  capital  of 
£.H07,4S2  nominal,  and  £219,543  paid  up,  which,  altogether,  had  done 
a birsiuess  of  £3,563,027.  And  of  these  societies  eighteen  had  lasted 
for  more  than  ten  years,  three  of  them  going  back  to  the  period  before 
the  Empire,  and  having  lived  through  all  the  difliculties  to  wliii  h they 
w’ere  exposed  during  the  earlier  part  of  that  rule,  and  the  othei  lifty- 
six  having  been  formed  in  the  last  five  years. 

Yet  the  laws  of  France,  even  now,  are  by  no  means  so  fa\  ourable 
to  the  formation  of  working  men’s  associations  as  the  laws  of  the 
United  Kingdom. 
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RETU]INS  RELATING  TO  PRODUCTIVE  SOCIETIES,  1885. 


Ol»ject  of  Manufacture. 


Name  of  Society  or  Company. 


England  and  Wales. 


Elastic  Web  ^ Leicester  Elastic  Web  Manufacturing. 

Flannel  j Lancashire  and  Yorkshire  Productive. 


Hosiery  ' Leicester  Hosiery  

,,  ( Sheepsb(  d Hosiery 

Quilts  and  Table  Covers  ..  Eccles  Manufacturing  

Silk  Twist I Leek  Silk  Twist  

YVorsted Airedale  Manufacturing,  Bradford. .. . 


Fanning 


; Radbourue  

„ ' Uftoii  

Boots  and  Shoes  Bozeat  Manufacturing  

„ Chesbam  Manufacturing  

,,  I Earls  Barton  Manufacturing  

j,  I Northamptonshire  Product.,  Wollaston 

,,  Wholesale  Society,  Heckmondwike  .. 

„ Leicester 

Galvanised  Ware  ^ Dudley  Productive 

Nails  Dudley  Nail  Manufacturing 

Midland  Nail  Makers’  Association  . . 

Watches^ Coventry  Watch  Manufacturing  . . . . 

Cutlery  * Sheffield  Cutlery 

Locks,  &c Walsall  Lock  & Hardware  Maimfae. . 


Fishing  North  Shields  Fishing 

Bookbinders  Bookb.nders  (London) 


Printing Manchester  Co-operative 

Quarrying  Howley  Park,  Yorkshire. 


Baking  Powder  & Sundries,  I Gorton  Sundries 

Soap  ' A\Tiolesale  Society,  Durham 

Biscuits,  SweetSjcfe  Dry  Soap  ,,  Cnimpsall  

Corn  Milling ' Great  Grimsby  Flom*  Mill 


Midland  Federal  Mill 


Scotland.  i 

I.  Cotton  d‘ Wool. — Linen  Dunfermline  Manufacturing 


III.  Various.— Prmtivg Edinburgh  Printing  Company 
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- Loss,  ^408.  n^lioss,  i:612.  J Loss,  £387.  J Average  capital  employed.  , After  paying  distributive  expenses  an  average  diviaend  of  3gd.  per  £.  Only  established  one  (luarter.  a Divided  equally  per  man.  B Loss,  £1,168. 


A«aiu,  in  Gennany,  the  last  report  of  the  great  Co-operative  Union 
contains  the  names  and  addresses  of  144  working  men’s  productive 
societies  in  all  parts  of  the  German  Empire  ; of  which  it  appears  from 
previous  reports  that  many  have  l>een  in  existence  for  several  years, 
though  the  statistics  do  not  enable  us  to  ascertain  the  dates  of  their 
formation  or  the  amount  of  business,  as  we  say  is  the  case  of  the 
French  societies  ; but  we  find  they  include  twenty-five  different  kinds 
of  business;  being,  however,  beat  in  this  respect  by  the  Parisian 
societies,  which  embrace  forty-five  distinct  kinds  of  employment. 
Surely  what  French  and  Gei-man  workmen  can  do  British  workmen 
ought  not  to  be  behind  in  doing. 

Tlie  law,  as  we  have  said,  gives  you  every  facility  for  forming  regis- 
tered societies  with  all  requisite  powers  for  doing  business,  without 
making  for  this  registration  any  charge  beyond  the  cost  of  printing 
the  rules  of  the  society.  And  this  cost  can  be  reduced  to  a small 
amount  by  the  help  of  the  Centrsvl  Co-operative  Board ; who  will  supply 
any  persons  desirous  of  forming  a productive  society,  at  a charge  of 
‘2d.  a copy,  with  General  Rules,  which,  by  means  of  a few  Special 
Rules,  may  be  adopted  either  with  or  without  any  changes  desired ; and 
will  assist  any  such  persons  in  preparing  their  own  Special  Rules 
without  making  any  charge  for  their  assistance. 

Those  who  would  form  productive  businesses  must,  no  doubt,  be 
prepared  with  sufficient  capital,  and  to  get  this  capital  may  require 
time  and  perseverance.  The  sort  of  help  from  outside  which  the 
founders  of  the  Oldham  joint-stock  mills  obtained  must  not  be  ex- 
pected, since  this  came  from  the  hope  of  large  dividends  on  the 
capital  invested,  which  cannot  be  looked  for  if  the  profits  are  applied 
equitably  to  benefit  those;  who  do  the  work  as  well  as  those  who  find 
the  capital.  But  this  difficulty  should  not  be  harder  for  English 
workers  to  conquer  than  for  French  and  German  workers.  It  has 
been  got  over  already  in  the  United  Kingdom  in  several  cases,  as  may 
be  seen  from  the  list  of  workers’  productive  societies  published  in  this 
leaflet.  The  power  that  working  men  now  have  very  wndely  of  using 
the  savings  on  their  own  consumption  in  co-operative  stores  as  a help 
to  raising  funds,  is  also  an  a-sistance  which  neither  in  France  or 
(iermany  existed  in  the  same  degree  as  it  does  among  us. 

Thus  the  difficulty  then  is  like  the  lions  on  the  hill  difficulty  in 
the  “ Pilgrim’s  Progress.”  They  looked  alarming  at  a distance,  but 
had  no  power  to  stop  a i-esolnte  pilgrim. 

We  say  then,  working  men,  organise  yourselves  to  prepare  for  becom- 
ing your  own  employei-s.  Be  sure  if  you  bring  a determined  will  to  this 
object,  the  ti-ay  will  prove  easier  than  you  may  imagine  beforehand. 
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